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THE QUEEN OF THE GARDEN

Growing Roses—It’s All in the Know-How
BY FRANK A. WAUGH

UNE ig the month of roses; and, partly from

poetic prejudice and partly from the deep na-

ture of the case, we feel that when that hour

strikes the garden must have some roses with

which to greet us. There 1s nothing else quite
takes thelr pluce, They are superlatively refined and
lovely, filled with the poetry of all times, suggesting
the glorious days of chivadry, the Oriental mysterles of
Maran-alk-Raselhid—in  fact, everything rich and ro-
mantic which by any chance has ever found lodgment
in one's imagination. Decidedly the rose is the Queen
of Flowers.

And yet! In our day and country we are forced to
stay our enthusiasm, In the Central and Northeastern
states and in the Southeastern provinces of Canada,
where live a large proportion of those independent
and cultivated citizens who would fain grow roses, in

.those wide regions the Queen of the Garden refuses

her traditional favors or yields them grudgingly to
him who woos most long and ardently. In plain ¥ng-
lish, roses do not seem to succeed in our neighborhood,
or, if we do gain a qualified success, it is at the ex-
pense of great planning and labor.

Livery principle of philosophy and horticulture ad-
monishes us that we must Americanize our rose gar-
dening. It suggests that the reason for our partial
failures has usually been that we were cultivating
French varieties after English methods in a Saharan

" climate under a Republican administration in Kansas,

Yet all the while thousands of native roses, by nature
perfectly adapted to the climate and polities of that
versatile state, smile up at the deep blue Kansas sky.

Wayside Blossoms

IIINK of the wild wayside roses found in every

inhabited reglon of the continent! They are very
different from La France and Maréchal Nell, to he
gure ; but are they not extremely beautifui? In thelr
own character they ave unsurpassed.  There ave ten
or a dozen of these native species, every one of which
wn be successtully transplanted to the garden. And
besides the aboriginal native species of the plains and
woodsides we have no small wealth of genuinely
American horticultural varieties. There is the Crim-

" son Rambler. Could anything be more American, more

robust, hardy, or self-sufficient, or make itself more at
home on the front porch. or over the door of the ga-
rage? Then there is its more modest sister, Dorothy
Perkins, less strenuous but equally American. Hon-
estly now, who would exchange either one of this pair
for the fairest-and finest tea rose that ever drooped its

frail head in the courts of a Persian palace?  Further
than these we have sueh American hybrids as the Sar-
gent and the Dawson roses, with several others of their
groups.  These too are gorgeous and prolific garden
planits, which fully malke up in loxurlance and in the
deliestte beauty of thelr blossoms the little they may
laek In fragrance or substance of bud and bloom.

Roses are Fastidious Gowrmets
OWISVIR, it is not the purpose of this brief essay
to discourage the cultivation of roses, evel of the

finest tea roses. Quite the contrary. And while the
prineiple argued above holds,—that interest ought to
be turned more to native hardy sorts—mnevertheless
much can be done by devoted amateurs in the growing
of roses anywhere within the pale of civilization, A
dry sandy soil is the most serious impediment; but
even that can be overcome if one can stand the expense
of hauling in some cartloads of clay. A proper soil is
a deep, rich, well-drained loam, but a preponderance
of good clay will not hurt. For a small rose bed it is
possible to provide artificial drainage if necessary, and
to make up a mixture of soils exactly suited to the
appetites of these fastidious gourmets.

Next in order comes the question of buying plants,
Roses for garden use are propagated by two prineipal
methods: (a) cuttings, (h) pudding. Some rose grow-
ers ingist on budded plants, some on plants from cut-
tings. As nearly as we can come to a general principle
is to say that some varieties succeed hetter by one
method, some by the other, horaughly veliable nuprs-
erymen will usually advise the amateur when he
orders his rose plants and will gladly give him the
benedit of their experience,

Play Trumps in Spring Planting
N THI Southern states where roses are suecossially
grown winter planting is the best praetice. In the
Novtheastern and Central states, where rose growing
is more difficult, early spring planting is usually recom-
mended. It should follow the good old rule for play-
ing trumps, 1 e, when in doubt plant in the spring.
Under favorable circumstances, however, fall planting
is quite as good and, indeed, sometimes much better.
Where hardy varieties are being put out under thor-
oughly favorable conditions fall planting is decidedly
preferable. - If the varieties are tender or only half
hardy, or if any of the conditions are in the least un-

propitious, spring planting had better be practiced.
As soon as the roses are safely growing in the gar-
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den they will hogin to regquive some plant food. Tt iy
gooil praciice to dress the ground heavily with baen-
yard manure late in the fall. As soon as the soll dries
in April this fertilizer can be worked in with a Tork;
and thix may be regarded as the best praetical means
of fertilizing, for the amateur. Any further shortage
should be made up from good high-grade ready-made
rarden fortilizer. Use encugh of i, about one pound
to every ten syuare feet,  This should be evenly strewn
on the surface of the ground the latter part of April,
Rain and cultivation will soon put it within reach of
the feeding rootlets,

_ Prune and Proteet

HERE is room for the exerelse of mueh skill in the

pruning of the tea and hybrid perpetual roses, and
this is where experience counts. At the same time the
art is not so difficult but that an intelligent amateur
may operate with practical suecess. The general rule
is to prune early every spring, cutting back the weak-
srowing sorts distinetly closer than the stronger ones.
The more vigorous hybrid perpetuals should have all
two-year-old wood removed, all weak shoots taken out,
four or five strong year-old canes being left, and
these being headed back to three feet. The weaker
varieties will be cut back to four or five buds on each
wne,  If a few large blossoms are preferred to many
small ones the pruning will be more severe than it the
opposite preference prevails.

One of the most necessary, and yet one of the most
unwelcome practices in growing tender roses, is that
of putting them away for winter. In the climate of
our Northeastern stiates this truly has to be done. A
common method is to wrap the plants in straw or bhur-
lap jackets, leaving them to stawd sentinel through
the snows in the deserted garden, Under many ondi-
tions it will be better to bend the canes down to the
eround, fasten them with a peg and cover them over
with straw and pine boughs. I they are cut back
with suflicient severity at the opening of spring it will
not be necessary to right them up by tying to stakes

The Varicties Iiveryone Wants

HE list of varieties of roses is interminable. 1t

would be easy from the eatwlogues to make up a col-
lection of two thousand varieties. Of course no one
wants o many as that. There are a few beautiful
sorts which everyone desires to grow and most of
which are approved by years of success, The best of
all the white roses is undoubtedly Frau Karl Druschki.
1t is thrifty, hardy and bears grand large semi-double
blossoms., Next to this the best white rose is probably
Mme. Plantier. Among pink roses we may place
Kaiserin Augusta Victoria at the head, followed by
Magna Charta, Mme. Caroline Testout, Mrs. John
Laing, Paul Neyron, and President Carnot. The favor-
ite red rose is undoubtedly General Jacqueminot, but
other good red sorts are Gruss au Teplitz Alfred
Colomb, Anne de Diesbach, Killarney, Ulrich Brunner,
and Camille de Rohan.

The highly condensed quality of this list is shown
by the report of Mr. Theodore Wirth, superintendent
of the Minneapolis parks, who, in reply to my ques-
tions, sends me a list of varieties which have suc-
ceeded in that cold and somewhat anpropitious cli-
mate. His list numbers fifty-eight hybrid remontants,
thirty-five hybrid teas, thirteen polyanthas, thirty-four
climbers, sixteen hybrid sweethriors, fifteen hybrid
rugosas, A few of the commoner sorts which have
been approved in this Hst (amd not alrendy mentioned
dbove) are Marchioness of Dufferin, Marshall .
Wilder, Fisher Holmes, Marchioness of Londonderry,
Baron de Bonstettin, Maman Cochet, La Franee, Rich-
wond, My Marylamd, Mrs, Aaren Ward, Clothilde
Soupert.

Althongh the great value of the haredy, shrubby
species of roses has already been emphasized, this
matter i8 of su much tmportanee that we may well
come hack to it, In order to show how this forms the
connoeting Hnk between rose-growlng and the us=unl
kinds of native gardening.  DPerhaps the characterintie
fenture of Awmerlean landseape gardening Ino reeent
yvenrs has been Hs lavish wwe of hamly shrobbery.
Phere Ix a great deal o be sold, especlally ander the
conditions offered by Amerfean eltmate, in favor of
hardy shrubs for garden decoralion,  Certainly on
most private sud publie places the extended use of
shrubbery 1s move than Justified.

This all comes to its application in the present din-
cussion from the fact that we have at our hand a large
number of most admirable specles and varleties of

" pardy roses which take their places in the shrubbery

borders to everyhody’s utmost satisfaction. Indeed
there are no finer shrubs of any sort than some of
these hardy roses.

The Best Hardy Roses

IVERAL of the best of these shrub roses are native

American specles—the wild roses of pastures and
roadsides. Amongst these we may particularly notice
the meadow rose (R, blenda), the very hardy self-
suffiient Caroling rose (R. caroling) and the little
pasture rose (R. nitide). But the best of all this lot
is the wonderful prairie rose (R. setigera), native to
the prairies and thickets from Ontario to Florida, but
more especially characteristic of the region of the
Grent Lakes, This is the finest of the hardy sorts, one
of the latest and most profuse in blossom amd one of
the easiest to propagife,

Bestdes these steietly native Ameriean specles there
are seversl imported wililh roses “just as goel,” - OFf
these we may mention the old white cottage garden
yose (R, alba)} the Alpine vose (R, alping) ; the *rov-
ence rose (R, gallica); the splendid many-flowered
Jupanese climbing rose (R, mulliflora) the poet's fa-
vorite Rglantine or Sweetbrler (R, rubiginosn) ! 1he
Seotel rose (R, spinosissime); and the memorial rose
(R, wichuradianae). The two very hest of these Toreign
hardy roses, howevel, are the Japunese yose. (R, ru-
gose) in all the Northern states, and the Cherokee rose
(R. lavigeta), which has become naturalized throvgh-
out the Southeastern states and is as indispensable as
though it were native. This really constitutes a long
and important list of hardy shrubs and is suflicient to
make a splendid rose garden in itself, yet to this may

be added a considerable nuwmber of garden varie-
ties which may be alséo [conmINUED oN- pAcE B3]
£
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A TWO-WEEKS"
VACATION IN OLD
ENGLAND

[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

view from lofty Alford Terrace out over
the mighty green shoulder of the Fore-
land to the sea, violet in the evening
light, and through the tumbled chaos of
the Valley of Rocks?

North Walk, cut in the face of the
cliffs, is the supreme glory of Lynton.
From it the rocks drop sheer to the
crawling sea far below, and above they
tower again into fantastic pinnacles of
stone. Castle Rock, which standing out
by itself rises full six hundred feet from
the water’s edge, is like a bit of the
rude Cornish coast thrust among the
softly wooded combes and green head-
lands of Devon.

From a perch on the topmost turret
of the “‘castle’” we descended next morn-
ing in time to climb to the box seats of
the coach for the Doone Valley, which
blows its starting horn at eleven o’clock.
With leisure we’d have walked from
Lynmouth up the romantic wooded val-
ley of the brawling Lynn past the
Watersmeet to Rockford Inn for the
night, then on next morning to Mill-
slade—there to take carringe to the
Doone Farm and all the way back to
Lynmouth for eight shillings, From the
coach road most of the loveliness of the
Lynn is lost, and but scant time is al-
lowed for the rough walk to the Doone
stronghold.

As for the Minehead drive next day—
first the awesome descent to Lynmouth,
then the long climb to the moor with six
horses and a postboy to boot, then the
long, melting lines of the moorland like
billows of a purple sea—the heart
dances at the thought!

From Minehead we journcyed to Exe-
ter, arriving there at 3:45 with only
two hours to acquaint ourselves with
the salient points of the cathedral; then
on by Cheltenham and Honeybourne to
Stratford, where we came to rest at

Very grateful was the quiet Sunday
in Stratford, beginning with service in
Shakespeare’s church and continuing
with strolls across the fields to Shottery
and along the lush banks of the Avon.
On Monday we saluted the birthplace,
whose garden front, or back, was right
over the way, and then at 11:45 made
the half-hour’s run to Warwick for the
castle, Leicester’s Hospital, and the
church of the “Noble Impe.”

The fortnight was up. Had we really
been sailing next day, we must have
rushed on to Leamington, catching the
6: 57 there for Liverpool, to arrive at
ten minutes to eleven.

Luckily we had not figured so closely.
One never should in a country where it
occasionally rains. We could, and did,
make a baker’s fortnight of it, enjoying
a_ glimpse of picturesque Coventry and
Tom Brown’s Rugby before getting on
to Liverpool on Tuesday night.

NOTE—A detailed account of the expenses of
this English trip will be sent to anyone who will
send a stamped and self-addressed envelope.
Address Travel Editor, care the Woman’s Home
Companion, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York City

THE QUEEN OF THE
GARDEN
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13]

grown ag shrubs, Oune of the most strik-
ing examples in this list would be the
ever-popular Crimson Rambler and all
ity kin., This variety, which is secen
habitually climbing over the house porch,
really makes a splendid flowering bush
when it is annvally pruned back to the
ground. This sort of pruning is very
simple and always successful, and Crim-
son Rambler, Lady Gay, Dorothy Per-
kins, or any other variety of this group
when managed thus makes a gorgeous
addition to the flower garden. In the
same way we may use all the beautiful
varieties of the Japunese Rose multi-
flora, also the Lord Penzance hybrid
sweetbriers and many others.

As a matter of fact this group of
thoroughly hardy shrubby roses gives the
greatest opportunity for successful rose
gardening to be found in the gardens of
the Central and Northwestern states.
These kinds are thoroughly able to meet
the conditions of soil and climate, are
perfectly willing to give abounding har-
vests of beautiful flowers in due season
and are, in fact, fully as beautiful in
their own way as the choicest and ten-
dervest tea roses.

Municipal Rose Gardens

N HARTIRORD, Connectleut, there is

a magnificent public rose garden. It
is probably the finest rose garden in
America, and almost certainly the best
one outside the Pucific Coast states,
where roses really grow. Here the most
expert carve is available, and here the
expenge, which would be too much for
the private family, is negligible when
distributed to all the tax payers of the
big city., And so the rose garden in
Ilizabeth Park is one of the glories of
Hartford, and the citizens go out by
thousands and thousands every day in
June and July to enjoy their roses, and
visitors come from hundieds of miles
around from all neighboring cities and
states to see this splendid. display.

Chicago has a very beautiful public
rose garden in Humboldt Park; Minne-
apolis has a newer and wholly successful
municipal rose garden in Lyndale Park,
and there are several others of only less
renown.’ ' .
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