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THE RETURN OF THE SINGLE ROSE: ITS
PRESTIGE IN THE GARDEN, AND A WORD
OF ITS HISTORY: BY ALICE LOUNSBERRY

“Untamed, untamable, Breath of the evening,
Sweetest of wild things! When the June day is done-—
Breath of the morning, I think the garden happiest
When the lark sings— When you are won!”

Hempsteap Orver.
HE rose is as old as history. It is loved alike by prince

form of decrying the spots on the sun. But the garden
rose of today is no longer that of yesterday. It is
smitten with the idea of progress: it moves with the
times, welcomes advancement, lends itself to many

: and various human efforts, cleverly conceived for its
betterment. In consequence the rose lovers of America have for their
beguilement some altogether new strains of these flowers, many of
which are particularly well adapted to informal home gardens, the
cozy little gardens snug and peaceful. '

Within the last few years the single rose, the rose of few petals
and many stamens, has regained to a certain extent the place usurped
by the rose of multitudinous petals. For, centuries ago when men
began to exercise their power over the rose, it was forced to lose the
stamens that made its center look like a mine of gold. The wild rose
of the open country used its stamen and pistil naturally, after the
manner of other blossoms, to reproduce and to perpetnate its race.
But specialists in rose culture soon devised a way of continuing roses
through cuttings, thus taking into their own hands the full respon-
sibility of perpetuating, enlarging and improving a species. The rose
was deprived of its reasonable work, perhaps as well its joy. The
central stamens and pistil, giving to the single rose the impression of a
heart of gold, suddenly found themselves without an occupation.
Their usefulness became a thing of the past. And gradually they
began to disappear or rather to be transformed into petals, the pur-
pose of which in any flower is to give protection to the central organs
of life and to attract insects which assist them in the matter of cross-
fertilization. In fact, as the stamens and pistil of the wild rose were
transformed into petals its depth and size increased until its lovers
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THE RETURN OF THE SINGLE ROSE

beheld it a double rose, a rose of multitudinous, incurving petals where-
" from the type of the simple wildling seemed far removed. S

In this matter of the transformation of stamens into petals, the
well-known water-lily is an interesting example, although, in this
particular case, it may be that its petals vice-versa are trying to
hecome stamens, the point being one on which scientists disagree. I
either case the evolution is taking place under the supervision 0
Nature, who unlike an expert gardener acknowledges no necessity of
baste, evolution being with her o matter of a million or so of years.
Perhaps the water-lily originally occurred as a single flower with a
sufficient number of stamens and pistils to produce the seed for its
reproduction; and then on finding out that it could do this work by
means of its roots, began to transtorm its central organs into petals.
Or it may be, as is held equally strongly by many of its students, that
the aim of the water-lily i now directed toward reproduction by seed;
and that to this end it is changing from its original type and endeavor-
ing to reduce its many petals to geed-bearing organs. To look into
the center of this flower is to see plainly that cither in one way Or the
other the change from petals to stamens is slowly taking place.

TTH roses, however, DO such plain {llustration of this process
is to be observed, becduse the work hasbeen done artificially
by men feeling that they had not a minute to lose and who
have employed every artifice and craft likely to serve thelr will. One
day the rose was & natural wildling living 2 simple life, fertilized by
ingects, bearing seed and casting it forth on the fair earth; the next
it was a lusurious creation without power to reproduce itself, depend-
ent for its existence entirely upon the constancy and skill of man.
The double rose can only be ranked as & hybrid among hybrids, beau-
tiful, glorious if one will, free from all care. Over the world today it is
seen in a state bordering perfection, showing a sculpturesque beauty,
amazing even to those who have devoted their lives to bringing about
its so-called perfection. The double rose is 1o longer merely & roseé;
it is an achievement, vying with other stupendous works of the age.
But trickling like a silver stream through the universal admira-
tion for the perfected rose, is the cry of faithful lovers for the single
specimen showing no special evolution but just a wild sweetness and
the meaning piquancy of yellow stamens: 2 cIy for a rose that appears
1o follow the laws and restrictions of Nature, unchanged by excesses.
There ave still in the world simple souls, the aumber of whichis hap-
pily swelling, who love flowers pure and sweet, not particularly amaz-
ing in size or color. It may be that Americans are in the early stages
of simmering down to an appreciation of simple things such as is ac-

26a j

Ce
L3 .:?f

i
h
i i
i
i
!




THE RETURN OF THE SINGLE ROSE

knowledged by the Japanese. From the lives of these people of the
‘Land of the Rising Sun so much has been eliminated that they abide
very near to the inwardness of things. They care not for strong or
brilliant colors; they prefer flowers with merely a few petals, delicate
and evanescent, For them peach blossoms have exquisite meaning,
while the American Beauty rose portrays to their mind a barbaric
achievement., That American rose-gardens are planted for mass and
color effect is incomprehensible to a J apanese, caring for the individu:
ality of each bush and drawing inspiration from the angle of each
twig and leaf. He looks not only at the flowers of his garden, for him
the plant as s whole has a more thrilling message. '

Still it is unlikely that the people of this newer, more exuberant.
country would have declared so loudly their present admiration for
single roses had it not been for the propagation of hybrid seedlings -
taken from the wichuraiana and rugosa stock, both Japanese single
roses to which can be traced today the newgrace of ramblers and
climbers, inestimable in their value fo or decoration. These
new strains of roses are more lovely in the single varieties than in the
double, although such a statement must always be tempered by indi-
vidual preference. :

OME of the new roses are semi-double, like the wonderful Milky
Way that has made so great a sensation both at home and
abroad. Itsblossoms, however, are not sufficiently double to hide

the central crown of exquisite yellow stamens giving abundant char-
acter, showing determined purpose. In this rose is clearly tobe traced a
likeness to the Japanese parent, Rosa wichuraiana, even though its
beauty far surpasses that of the original. Still the simple brilliancy
of the quaint wichuraiana is in Milky Way glorified. ~Its foliage is
equally fine and its hardiness even greater than that of the stock from
which it has sprung.

' Hiawatha is a remarkable single rose, glowing in ruby-crimson,
having a clear white eye. It is a seedling from the crimson rambler,
an introduction from Japan that has taken with avidity to the soil
and climate of the New World, growing here at present like a weed.
Of all single red rose climbers, Hiawatha is perhaps the best known.
It was produced by an American grower who won through its aid
international acclaim, it being a rose which fits into many moods of
the rose lover. About it there is a magnetism, a brilliancy and an
absence of stiltedness appealing with undeniable force to the Sponsors
of single roses. Beside a double climbing rose or one semi-double it
appears to the better advantage, while as far as hardiness 1s-con-
cerned it may be described as iron-clad.

261




THE RETURN OF THE SINGLE ROSE

This characteristic hardiness held by the climbing rambler roses

is perhaps their greatest asset .smce it places them within the reach of
all;- expert gardeners, glass houses and pampering to any extent being
averse to their natures. Through the use of such roses effects can be

obtained in simple home gardens that would have been impossible &

dozen years ago in any but those of subtropical climates. 1In fact, it

is owing to the hybrid rose climbers that the gardens of the North,
the West and the East where the thermometer drops low in winter and
gales are high and gearching, are able to show the luxuriance of bloom,

" pluri-color and fragrance and to exhale a similar spontaneity to that

of the South.

Moreover, these strains of roses are unrivaled to grow on trellises,
pergolas, gateways and arches, and to train in pyramidal or other
forms as specimen plants, useful on the lawn, the veranda, as well as
in gardens at points requiring accentuation. Little more care need be

given them than that extended to ordinary vegetables. They crave

~but the opportunity to grow intensely.

N planting roses, no matter of what description, it is only justice
to them to choose for their habitation spots where the passage of
air is untrammeled, not those, however, of a wild besetting wind;

spots where they can be visited by both sun and shade. The most
vigorous rose plants are found in gardens sun-ridden in the morning
and dimmed by shade in the afternoon. They like to be by them-
selves. In their temperaments they are exclusive. Rose plants,
therefore, should not be set near the base of trees or in beds where

shrubs, perennials or annuals are nUMErous g able to draw from -

the soil its nourishment. For roses, be it saidgs all kindness, aré the
greediest feeders of any plants. They musiggave food in full and
plenty if they are to send out their blooms freel¥. It is because many
who regard themselves as rose lovers are oblivious to the absorbing
appetites of their garden wards that their efforts are not more suc-
cessful.

In climates of severe winter weather rose-bushes should be covered
about their base, in the late autumn, gsomewhat heavily with manure,
which should then be dug into the ground, not disturbitg their roots,
a3 soon as the spring is well established. From time to time they
should be fed bons meal or some other fertilizer able to keep the soil
about them well supplied with nourishment. Soot, put aside when
chimneys are cleaned, is one of the best fertilizers especially for tea
and hybrid tea roses. Liquid manure is used by many growers to in-
crease Lhe size of blooms, a practice used more in connection with show
roses than with those purely for decorative effect about the home.
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MILEY WAY, A WICHURAIANA SEEDLING, THE CURVE OF iT§
PETALS OVERLAPPING, DLENDING AND SEPARATING IN A WAY TO
GIVE A SOFT INDETERMINATE AFPFEARANCE TO THIS ROSE,

HIAWATHA, A SEEDLING FROM THE GENERALLY KNOWN CRIMSON
RAMBLER, A ROSE TO MAKE THE LAVMAN PAUSE AND WONDER

CAND THER ARTIST LOMG T0Q TERPETUATE ITS DELICATE SHADINGS,




WALTH AM
RAMBLER, A
PRECISE-AP-
PEARING PALE
PINK ROSE,NEAT
IN 1T5 HABITS,
WITH PETALS
NOT AT ALL IM-
BRICATEL : THE
KIND OF A ROSE
THAT MAKES
US SIGH FOR
THE OPEN
COUNTRY AND
FORGET THE 1N-
FLUENCE THAT
MAN HAS EX-
ERTED OVER
MANY OF ITS
RELATIVES '
LIKE OTHERS
OF ITS CLASS
TH15 RAMDLER
INCREASES
RAPIDLY MAK-
ING ASTONISH-
ING GROWTH IX
ONT SEASON:
MANY CGAIN THE
BEST RESULTS
WwITH IT BY
CONTINUYING ITS
PRUNING MEREEY
BY SHORTENING
IS TIPS AND BY
"KEEPING 1T FREE
FROM ALL SUCKERS
AND DEAD. wodh,

THE IMEBRICATED EDGES OF THE PINIK AND WHITE PETAL';- OF THE. PARADISE DEEPENING TO PINK
GIVE LIT15 ROSE A GRACEFUL GUTLINE ! THE BLCOMS UNFOLD TN GREAT CLUSTERS AND ARE OTTFSET
BY MNEAT SMALL FOLIAGE, CLEAR-CUT AND LUSTROUS : THE PARADISE BELONGS TO THE RAMBLER
CLASS AND THROUGH T73 HMARDINESS 15 RANKED AS OF ESPECIAL MERIT.




-THE CLASS OF HYBRID TEA ROSES COUNTS AMONG ITS NUMBER MANY OF

ROSE LEUCHTFEUER :
ABUNDANT IN IT8 BLOS-
SOMLIKE FLOWERS WITH
FETALS JUST ENOUGH 13-
ERICATED TO TAKE FROM
THEM ANY LOOK OF
STIFFNESS; A ROSE WELL
ADAPTED TO GROW ABOUT
THE COUNTRY HOME EM-
DEDDED IN-NATURALISTIC
FLANTING,

IRISH DBRIGHTNESS,
ONE OF THE LARGEST
OF SINGLE ROSES, ITS
LONG BUDS ORANGE-
SCARLET AND THE
BLOOMS TURNED TO
APRICOT COLOR AS
THEY EXPAND: A ROSE
OF THE HYBRID TEA
CLASS BLOOMING 1N
THE GARDEN TFROM
JUNE UNTIL THE
TIME QF FROST: THE
STRONG VENATION OF .
ITS PETALS AND IN-
CURVING OF ITS CEN-
TRAL STAMENS RETAIN
FOR 1T ALL THE CHARM
OF A WILD ROSE WITIT
LIBERTY UNSURPRESSED,

THE LOVELIEST 1N THE WORLD :
A MUCH LONGEE PERLM OF BLOOM THAN HYDRID

THEY HAVE MORE HARDINESS THAN TEA ROSES AND
PERPETUALS FLOWERING ONLY THROUGH JUNE,
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. ’ o AUSTRIAN COPPER, A ’ :
LRIAR ROSE WHICH DATES | i

‘.,1"
FROM FIFTEEN HUNDRED : ‘ i
i AND NINETY-SIX, NOTA- ' * .
: BLE FOR ITS GLORIOUS .

COLOR, A BRIGHT REDDISH
COPPER, VERY UNUSUAL
1IN A SINGLE ROSE: IT BE- . Ly
LOXUS TC A STRAIN OF

ROSES THAT HAS OF LATE

BEEN GREATLY IMPROVED -
CONCERNING SINGLE AS

WELL AS DOUBLE ROSES,

. TEHE FASHION OF THE

JLOTR 18 FOR THOSE THAT

SHOW YELLOW,, VARIED BY .
SHADINGS SEEN IN SUN-

SETS, BRASSES AND ON

COPPERS : USUALLY THE

ROSES SHOWING THESE

COLORS ARE TILE MOST

WMFFICULT TO GROW, A .
be ' CRITICIS M, g [OWEVER, :
‘ I wWHICH DOES NOT AFPPLY
TO THE AUSTRIAN

COPPER,
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S : ’ AMERICAN PILLAR ROSE WITH LARGE TRANSLUCENT PINK FLOWERS AND A CLEAR WEIITE EYE, 118
VELLOW STAMENS DELICATE YET CONSPICUOUS: AT wETE TEMPLE SHOW 1N ENGLAND WHEN FIRST

EXIBITED IT CREATED A SEN
SATISFACTORY PRODUCTINNS OF AMERICAN ROSES.

SATION, BRING REGARDED A5 ONE oF THE MOST BRILLIANT AND
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Pamphlets, articles, even books have been written to put forth
arguments and suggestions about the best way to treat the insects

that delight in destroying rose-bushes., Insecticides, deadly as the

poison of Romeo, are on the market to slay these miserable creatures
by the thousands. Fear, abject fear of the insect world and its un-
scrupulous ways has kept many sensible human beings from attempt-
ing to grow the queen of flowers, but this fear would melt away if the
simple rules were followed of giving the bushes a free circulation of
air, protection from high winds, plenty of enriching food about their
base, and sunshine for at least part of the day. Vigor temals to make
the bushes immune from insects—perverted creatures caring only for
tainted, diseased sap. Another trial to the amateur rose grower is
pruning; it is true that the different kinds of bushes require different
treatment. The single rose, occurring as a hardy hybrid perpetual,
should be eut back each spring about two-thirds of its last season’s
growth; the pruning of a tea rose should be muich less severe, while
the climbing and rambler roses often need only to have their tips
shortened, and to be kept free from all suckers and dead wood.

But the true rose lover has an instinct about pruning, a subtle
inspiration telling him when to clip and when to stay his hand. For

~ those who hear not this whispering of the inner voice it is always a

possible, even a simple thing, to consult a local florist or nurseryman
and to get from him the necessary infornfation about sensible pruning,
The great rose growers of the country, those who have bred the new
single roses and others, are invariably glad to send -out from their
nurseries instructions as to the right methods of pruning their off- -
spring. And when the supposed difficulties of pruning the rose, of
slaying its insect devourers and of feeding it with food sufficiently rich,
have melted away, what is there left to do but to love it,—to love it

profoundly.




